
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7503July 15, 1997
provided by the NEA in its almost 30-
year history, only a handful have been
the subject of controversy. That is an
excellent track record, and I do not be-
lieve that those few grants should be
used as the yardstick by which the En-
dowment is judged.

Mr President, the public’s support for
the NEA and NEH is very strong. In
Rhode Island, we have a vigorous and
growing arts community. The Rhode
Island School of Design is among the
most prestigious fine arts and design
schools in the Nation. It attracts the
most talented students and teachers
who often make Rhode Island their per-
manent home. Many Rhode Islanders,
and people in the city of Providence in
particular, are enormously enthusias-
tic about the arts community, which
has contributed greatly to our eco-
nomic redevelopment efforts.

The NEA and NEH support a wide
array of artists, writers, actors, musi-
cians, and other artists. During the
past several weeks, I have heard from a
number of Rhode Island artists. I would
like to share an excerpt from a Rhode
Island musician with you. Rebecca
Truitt, a cellist in the Rhode Island
Philharmonic, wrote to me on March 8.
This is what she said:

The declining state of public support for
the arts in America is of great concern to
me. . . . Equally critical is the possibility
that our cultural agencies may fail to re-
ceive authorization for Fiscal Year 1998.
Should that happen, it would be an embar-
rassing day for the United States, making us
unique among cultured nations by eliminat-
ing the arts from our priorities. Whether all
orchestras, including my orchestra, the
Rhode Island Philharmonic Orchestra, re-
ceive funding or not, one thing is clear, the
NEA has helped raise the standard of all pro-
fessional performing groups in the U.S.,
catapulting American music and musicians
to the forefront of the international music
scene. Moreover, the NEA has helped to pro-
mote and sustain American jobs.

Throughout my years in the Senate,
I have supported funding for both the
National Endowment for the Arts and
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities. Once again, I am delighted to
introduce this reauthorization bill with
Senators JEFFORDS and KENNEDY.
f

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
S. 28

At the request of Mr. THURMOND, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
[Mr. BOND] was added as a cosponsor of
S. 28, a bill to amend title 17, United
States Code, with respect to certain ex-
emptions from copyright, and for other
purposes.

S. 535

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
names of the Senator from Utah [Mr.
BENNETT], the Senator from North Da-
kota [Mr. DORGAN], the Senator from
Kansas [Mr. BROWNBACK], and the Sen-
ator from Oklahoma [Mr. INHOFE] were
added as cosponsors of S. 535, a bill to
amend the Public Health Service Act
to provide for the establishment of a
program for research and training with
respect to Parkinson’s disease.

S. 766

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Oregon [Mr.
WYDEN] was added as a cosponsor of S.
766, a bill to require equitable coverage
of prescription contraceptive drugs and
devices, and contraceptive services
under health plans.

S. 865

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Iowa [Mr.
GRASSLEY] was added as a cosponsor of
S. 865, a bill to provide for improved co-
ordination, communications, and en-
forcement related to health care fraud,
waste, and abuse, to create a point of
order against legislation which diverts
savings achieved through medicare
waste, fraud, and abuse enforcement
activities for purposes other than im-
proving the solvency of the Federal
Hospital Insurance Trust Fund under
title XVIII of the Social Security Act,
to ensure the integrity of such trust
fund, and for other purposes.

S. 932

At the request of Mr. GRAMM, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
[Mr. BREAUX] was added as a cosponsor
of S. 932, a bill to amend the National
Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 to require
the Secretary of Agriculture to estab-
lish a National Advisory and Imple-
mentation Board on Imported Fire Ant
Control, Management, and Eradication
and, in conjunction with the Board, to
provide grants for research or dem-
onstration projects related to the con-
trol, management, and possible eradi-
cation of imported fire ants, and for
other purposes.

S. 963

At the request of Mr. CHAFEE, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
[Mr. LIEBERMAN] was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 963, a bill to establish a
transportation credit assistance pilot
program, and for other purposes.

S. 985

At the request of Mr. TORRICELLI, the
name of the Senator from Ohio [Mr.
DEWINE] was added as a cosponsor of S.
985, a bill to designate the post office
located at 194 Ward Street in Paterson,
New Jersy, as the ‘‘Larry Coby Post Of-
fice’’.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 32

At the request of Mr. HUTCHINSON,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota [Mr. WELLSTONE] was added as a
cosponsor of Senate Concurrent Reso-
lution 32, a concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing and commending American
airmen held as political prisoners at
the Buchenwald concentration camp
during World War II for their service,
bravery, and, fortitude.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 39—EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF THE CONGRESS THAT
THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT
SHOULD EXPAND AND SIMPLIFY
ITS REPARATIONS SYSTEMS TO
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

Mr. MOYNIHAN (for himself, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. HATCH, and Mr. DODD)
submitted the following resolution
which was referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

S. CON. RES. 39
Whereas the annihilation of 6,000,000 Euro-

pean Jews during the Holocaust and the
murder of millions of others by the Nazi Ger-
man state constitutes one of the most tragic
episodes in the history of man’s inhumanity
to man;

Whereas there are more than 125,000 Holo-
caust survivors living in the United States
and approximately 500,000 living around the
world;

Whereas aging Holocaust survivors
throughout the world are still suffering from
permanent injuries suffered at the hands of
the Nazis, and many are unable to afford
critically needed medical care;

Whereas, while the German Government
has attempted to address the needs of Holo-
caust survivors, many are excluded from rep-
arations because of onerous eligibility re-
quirements imposed by the German Govern-
ment;

Whereas the German Government often re-
jects Holocaust survivors’ claims on the
grounds that the survivor did not present the
claim correctly or in a timely manner, that
the survivor cannot demonstrate to the Gov-
ernment’s satisfaction that a particular ill-
ness or medical condition is the direct con-
sequence of persecution in a Nazi-created
ghetto or concentration camp, or that the
survivor is not considered sufficiently des-
titute;

Whereas tens of thousands of Holocaust
survivors in the former Soviet Union and
other formerly Communist countries in
Eastern and Central Europe have never re-
ceived reparations from Germany and a
smaller number has received a token
amount;

Whereas, after more than 50 years, hun-
dreds of thousands of Holocaust survivors
continue to be denied justice and compensa-
tion from the German Government;

Whereas the German Government pays
generous disability pensions to veterans of
the Nazi armed forces, including non-German
veterans of the Waffen-SS;

Whereas in 1996 the German Government
paid $7,700,000,000 in such pensions to 1,100,000
veterans, including 3,000 veterans and their
dependents now living in the United States;

Whereas such pensions are a veteran’s ben-
efit provided over and above the full health
coverage that all German citizens, including
veterans of the Waffen-SS, receive from their
government; and

Whereas it is abhorrent that Holocaust
survivors should live out their remaining
years in conditions worse than those enjoyed
by the surviving former Nazis who per-
secuted them: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of Congress that—

(1) the German Government should expand
and simplify its system of reparations so
that all Holocaust survivors can receive rep-
arations, regardless of their nationality,
length or place of internment, or current fi-
nancial situation;

(2) the German Government should provide
reparations to Holocaust survivors in the
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